
Environmental Commission Meetinq Minutes - Februarv 27. 2023

Present: Rich Rodack, Miriam Reichenbach, EricAgren, Ed Komczyk, Marilyn Quinn, Ahmad Tamous, Ken Miller
Alternate: CarlFord

WD Twp Representative: Adam Reid
Student Representative: None
Public - Mr. Mo Perera
Guests: Ms. Kim Weikel, Ms. Gina Megay (representing Petsavers)

Callto Order: Miriam Reichenbach called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M and welcomed the guests to the
meeting.

Secretary's Report - Meetinq Minutes - Rich asked for a motion to review the draft January meeting minutes.
Miriam made the motion and Ed seconded it. There were no objections. The draft minutes were reviewed and
several changes were suggested. Rich asked for a motion to accept the meeting minutes as amended. Miriam
made the motion and Ed seconded it. The motion passed with no objections.

Secretary's Report - Correspondence received - Rich discussed the correspondence the WDEC received, as
follows:

. Alterra Property group letter dated February 1,2023 regarding its application to NJDEP for a Letter of
lnterpretation for Mlands delineation for Block 328, Lot 7.04 (an approximate 14.8 acre parcel) in the
RiverWinds Complex

. Crown Point Owner letter dated February 15,2023 regarding the application for NJDEP Waterfront
Development lndividual Permit for Block 333, Lots 1, 10, 11 and 12.

The letters were circulated via email prior to the meeting and also passed around for review at the meeting. Rich
noted that the full applications were on file with the township clerk, should anyone want to review them in detail.

Old Business
Township Liaison Report: Adam Reid reported on the following items:

. Rivergate Park improvements are scheduled to be completed by the end of April
o The Solvay test well was re-sampled and still had a high pH value. The plan going foruvard is to re-

sample it again after several months to check the pH level, lf it is still high, an alternate test well location
will be investigated.

. Adam told the committee about a West Deptford middle school sneaker recycling program and asked if
the program could be part of the WDEC's Earth Day activities. Miriam made a motion to allow their
program as part of the WDEC Earth Day event and it was seconded by Ed. A vote was taken and there
were no objections to the addition of the recycling program.

Student Representative Report: - No representative was present, however, Miriam mentioned the email she
received from Colwyn Moser and forwarded to WDEC members with pictures of the milkweed being grown at
MichaelWilliam's greenhouse. The plan is for milkweed distribution at Earth Day and West Deptford Fun Day,
contingent on how quickly the milkweed grows and the number of plants available for distribution.

Feral Cat Manaqement - Miriam welcomed the two guests to the meeting. Ms. Kim Weikel, caregiver and
coordinator of the West Deptford feral cat management program, and Ms. Gina Megay, a Director of Petsavers,
Gloucester County. Ms. Weikel and Ms. Megay explained in detail how trap, neuter, release and feral cat



management programs work and the benefits of sustainable management programs. They provided data
showing that the number of feral cats in West Deptford has decreased from 55 to 23 from 2018 to 2023. There
was substantial discussion regarding the relocation of the RiverWinds feral cat population to the shed in the
Nature Trail area. The outcome of the discussion was a decision to remove the shed after the mandatory 4 week
isolation requirement was satisfied and to continue to monitor and feed the existing cat colony in place. The
colony's activity and potential interactions with Nature Trail users and wildlife will be monitored and evaluated
over the next several months to determine if the colony needs to be relocated to a new location. Miriam thanked
Ms. Weikel and Ms. Megay for their efforts and asked if there was anything the WDEC could do to assist them in
their mission. They suggested that some modification of West Deptford's existing ordinance may be helpful
Action ltem - Ms. Weikelwillwork with Adam Reid to develop potential changes to West Deptford's existinq
ordinance.

Chairpercon's Report: Miriam and Ed reported on the following items:

Update on Nature Trail -_Ed reported that there is nothing new to report.

Earth Dav Activities * Miriam reported that Earth Day activities would include seedling and milkweed giveaways

along with incorporating the middle school sneaker recycling program at the WDEC booth. ln addition remaining
WDEC tote bags from last year will be distributed,

New Business:

Communication with Residents: Nothing new to report.

Proiect Updates - Marilyn talked about the East Palestine rail car derailment and how an LNG railcar incident
could potentially affect our area. Ken talked about how the country's rail infrastructure needed to be upgraded, as
well as braking systems on trains.

Grant Applications: Nothing new to report.

Planninq Board - Eric reported that three projects were approved at the January meeting, conditioned on the
applicants' response to the township professionals' comments. The three projects approved were the Colfer
project, the Vintage Equities, LLC project and the COIM project. The Deptford Property Owner, LLC prolect was
moved from the January meeting to the February meeting. Action ltem - Miriam asked Eric to check to determine
if the Colfer and Vintaqe Equities warehousinq proiects were part of the township's PILOT proqram.

Other projects to be heard in the February meeting are the construction of a pole barn on Solvay's property and a
driveway and guard shack modification at the Amazon facility.

Eric reported that two projects were slated for the March meeting - (1) applicant West Deptford Real Estate
Association, LLC's truck repair facility located at265 Jessup Road and (2) the next phase of Park West
Development

Eric also reported the working committee review date for their meeting was moved and it would allow for
additionaltime for review of project materials prior to the formal Planning Board meetings.

Financial Report: Eric emailed the financial report to WDEC members and reported a trust fund balance of
$21,691.48.

Ed reported the need for additional ERI copies for future use. He said we could get 24 additional copies at a cost
of $600. Miriam made a motion to allocate $600 for the purchase of the copies. Ken seconded it. The motion
passed with no objections.

Public Comment: None, besides those noted in the feral cat discussion

For the Good of the Order:



Ed said that he worked with Latiya to get the Tri-county Orchestra Band to perform at RiverWinds outdoor venue
on June 21,2023. Carl mentioned that NJ has now become a warehouse state and mentioned that there was a
movie entitled "Nomads", that talked about warehousing and its migratory workforce.

Adiourn: Miriam asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Miriam made the motion and it was seconded by
Ken, Miriam adjourned the meeting at 9:15 P.M. with no objections.

Dates to Remember

Signed and

EC meeting, 7:00 P.M, RiverWinds
EC meeting, 7:00 P.M. RiverWinds
Earth Day Activities

n Z3
by Richard Rodack, WDEC Secretary

March 20th

April 17th

April22nd


